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Session 1, Chapter 1

Introduction to Isaiah
     The name Isaiah means “The Lord is salvation.” The first verse of the book tells us he prophesied 
during the reigns of Uzziah (or Azariah), Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah (Isaiah 1:1). 
Uzziah's reign was 52 years - the middle of the
8th century BC. Isaiah must have begun his
ministry a few years before Uzziah's death (his
call is recorded in chapter 6) probably in the 
740s. He lived until the fourteenth year of the
reign of Hezekiah, who died 698 BC. Isaiah may
have been contemporary for some years with 
Manasseh, prophesying for as long as 64 years.
     The book itself is viewed by traditional
interpreters as being entirely the product of Isaiah, written by himself or a secretary. Others view the 
book as a collection of works by Isaiah and others. As a written document, Isaiah is the oldest complete
book of the Old Testament known to exist, a copy having been found along with the Dead Sea scrolls 

that date back to the century before Jesus. That discovery 
provides evidence for the incredible continuity of the Biblical 
text through many centuries without significant alteration.
     In 2018 archaeologist Eilat Mazar found a seal which bears 
the inscription “Isaiah Nvy” approximately 10 feet from 
another seal that bears the name of King Hezekiah. 
Unfortunately the Isaiah seal is missing a portion that would 
confirm whether it should be interpreted “Isaiah the Prophet” or
simply as the “Isaiah Navi.” We cannot be certain. 

Approximate Dates To Put Isaiah’s Time Into Perspective
958 BC: Solomon’s temple completed
928 BC: Division of Israel into a northern kingdom (Israel) and southern kingdom (Judah).
840 BC: Israel a vassal of Assyria
814 BC: Phoenicians found Carthage (Rome’s greatest rival). 
776 BC: First Olympic Games are held in Greece. 
753 BC: Legendary founding of the city of Rome.
729 BC: Assyria annexes Babylon.
712 BC: A disunited Egypt reunited under a Kushite named Shabaka (the Black Pharaoh).
701 BC: Jerusalem besieged but not conquered by Assyria. 
671 BC: Assyria invades Egypt

Read and Discuss Isaiah Chapter 1
1:1-4: Isaiah speaks for the Lord, bringing a charge against the people of Judah. What is the charge?
1:7-9: What is the physical condition of the nation? 
1:10-15: How does God feel about Judah’s practice of religion? Why does He feel as He does?
1:16-23: Specific sins had been committed. There were also sins of omission (unmet expectations God 
had for the nation). Both types of sin provoked God to punish the nation. List those sins.  
1:24-31: According to Isaiah, what was God’s short term reaction to Judah’s sin? What did Isaiah say 
God’s long term plan was to be? 
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jotham_of_Judah


Studies from the Prophet Isaiah
Session 2, Chapters 2-6

Geopolitical Chaos During the Time of the Prophets
     Isaiah lived in a time of geopolitical collapse that in many ways resembles our own 20th century. In 

732 Assyria destroyed Judah’s sister nation Israel. In 671 BC 
Assyria added Egypt to its empire but Assyria’s empire was too 
large to hold on to; in 612 BC Babylon and a coalition of anti-
Assyrian forces sacked the Assyrian capital of Nineveh. The 
remnant of the Assyrian army continued to fight on; in 609 BC the 
Egyptians sent an army to assist the Assyrians at Carchemish. 
While in route to Carchemish the Egyptian army led by Pharaoh 
Neco II came under attack by King Josiah of Judah at Megiddo. 
Judah’s army was defeated and King Josiah killed. The Egyptian 
army proceeded to Carchemish to unite with the Assyrian forces 
where their combined forces were crushed by the Babylonian led 
alliance. Assyria was ended as a nation as was any hope Egypt had 
of re-establishing itself as a power in the Middle East. Babylon 
became the dominant power of the region and in 597 BC Judah was
forced to become a vassal of Babylon. In 587, rejecting the counsel

of the prophet Jeremiah, Judah’s elite rebelled against Babylon. The resulting war led to the destruction
of Jerusalem and the killing or exiling of all but the poorest citizens to Babylon. Judah was no more.
 

Survey of Chapters 2-6
2:1-4: Prophecy of the Last Days when the LORD will rule the nations in peace from Jerusalem. 
2:5-11: Listing of four sins that will lead God to abandon Judah to Babylon. Name those sins.

Verse 6:
Verse 7:
Verse 8:
Verse 9:

2:12-3:12: God’s judgment of Judah and experience of living under judgment. Summarize 3:1-12:
  
3:13-4:1: A listing of sins committed by Judah’s ruling elite and their wives. Name those sins. 

Verses 14 & 15 (the men):
Verses 16 (the women):

4:2-6: Additional prophecy related to the Last Days when the Branch of the LORD will rule Zion.
5:1-7: Parable of the Vineyard. Read the parable and compare with Matthew 21:33-46. What do these 
two parables have in common? What does Jesus imply about Himself and the fate of 1st century Israel? 

5:8-30: Listing of additional sins committed by Judah and subsequent punishment. Name the sins:
Verse 8:
Verse 11 & 22:
Verse 12, 19, 24c:
Verse 20: 
Verse 21:
Verse 23:

6:1-13: Isaiah’s vision and call by God to become a prophet. How does Isaiah view himself. How much
hope does the LORD give him for success in his new calling?     



Studies from the Prophet Isaiah
Session 3, Chapters 7-12

Historical Context: 
     During the reign of King Ahaz of Judah (c 735-720 BC) the northern kingdom of Israel (Samaria 
and Ephraim) allied itself with Syria. Their intent was to conquer Judah. The LORD was against 
Israel’s plan so commanded Isaiah to go to King Ahaz to prophesy, saying Israel and Syria would soon 
be conquered by Assyria and left in ruins. The LORD also told Ahaz to ask Him for a sign, anything 
that might cause the king to believe the prophecy. Ahaz refused so the LORD declared His own sign: a 
young girl would conceive a son and name him Emmanuel and before the child reached adulthood the 
prophecy against Israel and Syria would be fulfilled. Likewise Isaiah’s own wife (“the prophetess”) 
would bear a child who like Emmanuel, would not reach adulthood before the doom pronounced upon 
Israel and Syria was fulfilled. Isaiah took the LORD’s words seriously. He wrote down the prophesy 
and had the document notarized by Uriah the priest in the presence of a witness.

A Word About the Original Hebrew and the Greek Septuagint Translation
1. Nearly everything in the Old Testament was originally spoken and written in ancient Hebrew and 
eventually transmitted in Aramaic (Babylonian) script. 2. The daily spoken languages of 1st century 
Israel were Aramaic and Greek. When Hebrew was spoken, it was in the Synagogue during readings of 
Torah (Old Testament). 3. The Old Testament text most commonly used in the Roman Empire at the 
time of Jesus was the Greek Septuagint (LXX), translated from Hebrew during the 3rd and 2nd centuries 
BC. Likewise, the LXX is the translation we see most frequently quoted in the New Testament. 

Isaiah Preaches Against Social Injustice

10:1-2: The powerful pass unrighteous laws that 
deprive the poor of justice and extort property 
from people who lack political power: poor 
widows and orphans.
10:6: A hypocritical nation, God will punish them 
through His chosen instrument Assyria.
10:12-16: When God is through using Assyria to 
punish Israel Assyria will also be punished

Summary: God allowed Israel to frighten Judah, God used Assyria to destroy Israel, God would soon 
use Babylon to destroy Assyria. 

Isaiah’s Future Hope Recognized In Jesus By by The Gospel Writers:
7:14: Emmanuel: a child conceived of a young woman; Mary a virgin at Jesus conception and birth. 
9:1,2: The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light...
9:6-7: For unto us a child is born…
10: 20-21: The remnant shall return to the Holy One of Israel.
11:1-12:6: A branch shall grow from Jesse (David’s father) as an ensign for the people of the world.

Prophecy: God did not, will not forget His people Israel. One day He will raise up a descendant of 
Jesse as a standard to the world, a king of peace and justice who will rule the world from Zion.



Studies from the Prophet Isaiah
Session 4, Chapters 13-27

The LORD Will Destroy the Old World Order
13:1-14:23; 21:1-10 Judgment on Babylon through the Medes.
Read and discuss 13:3-5, 17-20; 14:22-23.
14:24-27 Judgment on Philistia
15:1-16:14 Judgment on Moab
17:1-1-Judgment on Syria and Israel (Ephraim)
17:12-14 Judgment on all plundering nations
18:1-20:6 Judgment on Ethiopia and Egypt (civil war, environmental
collapse, failed leaders, invasion)
21:11-17 Judgment on Edom and Arabia
22:1-25 Judgment on Judah (The Valley of Vision)
Shebna and Eliakim referred to by name. Read and discuss 9-14.
23:1-18 Judgment on Tyre, no safety in fleeing to Cyprus
24:1-23 Judgment on the entire earth and the host of heaven on high

The Coming New World Order Will Be Based In Jerusalem
14:1-4 The LORD will restore the house of Jacob after Babylon’s fall
14:32 The LORD has founded Zion, the afflicted of His people will seek refuge there
16:4-5 Accept the refugees from Moab. A faithful judge and king will be established
17:4-9 A remnant of Israel will turn away from false gods and return to the Holy One
18:7: Ethiopia (a people tall and smooth) will bring tribute to Mount Zion
19:17-25 Egypt, Assyria and Israel united as one in the worship and blessings of the LORD
25: 6-9 The LORD will welcome the nations, swallow up death, wipe away tears and reproach 
27:6: Jacob will take root, Israel will fill the whole world with fruit
27:12-13: The people scattered from Egypt to the Euphrates will worship the LORD in Jerusalem

Praises of the Faithful
25:1-5 Isaiah’s praises Him who uses the strong to judge the wicked in defense of the helpless
26:1-10 The song of the faithful in the land of Judah

The Passing of the Old World: Egypt to Assyria to Babylon to Persia to Greece
     The old world order was dominated for millennia by Egypt but Egypt fell behind militarily, suffered 
civil war and attacks from without. From 677 BC to 663 BC Assyria ruled all of Egypt. After the fall of 
Assyria to Babylon, Egypt regained independence and staved off a
Babylonian invasion but could not reestablish a dominate presence in
the Middle East; by 539 BC the Medes and Persians had conquered the
regions east of Sinai. In 343 BC the Persians conquered Egypt but in
that same year Alexander the Great began his conquest of the Persians. 
     Whereas Egypt had been a conservative, distant and generally benign
cultural empire, the Assyrian and Babylonian empires were brutally
invasive, violent and short lived. The Medes and Persians were
progressive, relatively humane, militarily creative, religiously inclusive
and skillful administrators. They were the first people to link Asia,
Europe and Africa into a single empire with corresponding trade routes
and roadworks. Alexander’s army took full advantage of those routes... 



Studies from the Prophet Isaiah
Session 5, Chapters 28-35

     The book of Isaiah appears to have been compiled from a number of shorter documents written over
a period of decades. Some writings were even formally notarized so as to ensure their authenticity as 
having been written BEFORE the prophesied events. As originally compiled, the book would have 
been written upon papyrus scrolls without paragraphs, page breaks, chapter headings, vowels or section
headings such as our bibles have. Like this: thssthdythlrdhsmd – can you read this English sentence?

     The section we are looking at today is pretty much like the sections that came before. As in the 
previous chapters the major themes are jumbled together: indictment of specific sins, impending 
judgment, eventual restoration and God’s Messianic kingdom. Some specific points to consider today: 

1. National leaders made plans and alliances without first seeking God’s counsel.
2. Civic religion and “God talk” replaced active obedience to God’s word.
3. “Seeker friendly” and “word of faith” preferred over hearing frightening prophetical warnings.  
4. People rejected and disbelieved in the Creator.
5. Most rejected God’s counsel on how to survive the coming judgments.

Summary of “Negative” Prophesies
29:13-16: Religion was empty words and tradition. Deceptive plans made contrary to God's will. The 
creature refused to believe in or acknowledge the creator.  
30:1-17-14, 31:1-9: Warnings agasin trusting Egypt or Assyria to ensure national survival. 
30:8-11: Indictment of a religious refusal to tolerate unpleasant prophetical warnings. 
33:1-12:Prophesy that the destroyer (Assyria) will in turn be destroyed. 
34:1-15: Prophesy that the Lord's wrath will be poured out upon all the surrounding nations. 

Summary of “Positive”   Prophesies  
19:17-17-24: Better times are coming. Justice will be restored. 
33:17-24: A King of the people, not a foreigner will reign in beauty. 
32:1-5: A righteous king will reign and the people will think clearly. 
32:15-20: The Spirit will be poured out from on high, righteousness
will increase and the people will live safely in peace. 
34:16-35:10: God will restore what was destroyed. 

God’s Counsel on Surving Judgement
30:15: Salvation comes through
repentance, rest, quietness and trust. 

33:13-24: Living righteously is the path
to deliverance from judgement.

Two references to Isaiah by Jesus
Isaiah/Matthew Pair: Isaiah 29:13-14 : Matthew 15:8-9: 

Jesus' rebuke of religious formalism
Isaiah/Matthew Pair: Isaiah 35:5-6 : Matthew 11:1-6: 

Jesus’ reply to John’s question “Are you the one?” 



Studies from the Prophet Isaiah
Session 6, Isaiah 36-39, 2nd Kings 15-20, 2nd Chronicles  29-32

     Isaiah 36 through 39 covers the reign of king Hezekiah of Judah. 2nd Kings 15-20 and 2nd Chronicles 29-32 
cover events that took place during the reigns of Hezekiahs grandfather (Jotham) and father (Ahaz). During these
years the Assyrians conquered Israel and exiled most of the Israeli survivors to lands east of the Euphrates River.
The Assyrians also invaded Judah but the LORD saved the nation. 
     King Jotham: Chronicles states that King Jotham was faithful to the LORD but the people were not; 
Jotham’s faith did not impact the people. Judah was spiritually divided; a king could be faithful to the LORD and
order outward change but could not command the hearts of the peole spiritually.
     King Ahaz: After Jotham’s 16 years as king his son Ahaz became king. Ahaz rejected the LORD, shut down 
the Jerusalam temple, cut into pieces the sacred temple utensils, set up altars to himself in Jerusalem, encouraged
“lack of restraint” on the part of the people and facilitated worship of pagan gods throughout Judah. Ahaz 
traveled to Damascus where he requested plans of the Syrian high altar which he then used to build a copy of in 
Jerusalem. Both Kings and Chronicles state Ahaz “made his sons pass through the fires,” apparantly a reference 
to child sacrifice or dedication to Moloch. The Biblical writers say he did all these things in an effort to please 
the king of Assyria. Adopting the religion(s) of the enemy was Ahaz’s way of protecting against annexation of of
his kingdom into the Assyrian Empire.
     King Hezekiah:  Hezikiah of Judah was a great reformer who also became a hero in the eyes of surrounding 

nations oppressed by Assyria. He became king at age 25 and reigned 29 years. 
Hezekiah rejected the ways of his father Ahaz,
following instead the godly example of his
grandfather Jotham. Hezekiah ordered the restoration
and reopening of the Jerusalem temple and
destruction of altars to other gods. He also ordered
the resumption of the Passover and according to 2nd

Chronicles 29:30 instructed the Levites to sing
praises to the LORD with “the words of David and
Asaph the seer.” After completing his preparations
for Passover Hezekiah sent couriers throughout
Judah and and territories of the former Israel calling
upon people to assemble in Jerusalem for Passover. Most of those who were invited 
scorned the invitation but some “humbled themselves and came to Jerusalem.” 

     King Hezekiah’s reforms had not gone unnoticed in Assyria. In his 14th year as king Assyria’s king 
Sennacherib sent an army to conquer Judah. Hezikiah joined Isaiah in prayer to the LORD for deliverance. 2nd 
Chronicles 32:21-23 records the LORD’s response: He sent His angel to destroy the Assyrian army besieging 
Jerusalem. Isaiah 37:36 states that 185,000 enemy troops were killed in a single night! That ended Sennacherib’s
attempt to annex Judah and probably contributed to his murder by two of his own sons as he was worshipping 
the god Nisroch in Nineveh.
     Sometime in his middle years Hezekiah came down with a sickness Isaiah said was terminal. Hezekiah went 
to the LORD in prayer upon which the LORD granted the king a miraculous healing. Officials from Babylon 
came to congratulate the king on his recovery and in a supreme act of hubris Hezekiah gave them a tour of his 
palace and treasury; nothing was hidden from them. Isaiah heard what Hezekiah had done and delivered the 
word of the LORD saying “All you have shown the Babylonians and some of your descendents will one day be 
delivered over to Babylon and serve Babylon.” Hezekiah responded “The word of the
Lord is good. There will be peace and truth in my days.” 

Read and Discuss
Isaiah 38:9-20: Can you understand and identify with Hezikiah’s feelings?
Isaiah 39:1-8: What do you think about what Hezikiah did? 
Do you think Isaiah caused what happened in the future? Which 20th century politician
quoted Hezikiah’s words prior to the start of WW II? Right: Seal of King Hezikiah



Studies from the Prophet Isaiah
Session  7, Isaiah 40:1-44:20, Jeremiah, Hosea, Micah and Zephaniah

     Biblical prophecy is a puzzle of many pieces 
spread around various books of the Bible. The short 
section of Isaiah we look at today is made up of 
various pieces that share borders with prophesies 
delivered by other prophets God appointed as His 
messangers: words against the making and 
worshipping of idols, the LORD referring to 
Abraham’s descendants as His servant, a singular 
Servant who will proclaim God’s glory and salvation 
to the nations, the LORD glorifiying Himself as 
creator. The LORD expressing unhappiness about the 
spiritual blindness of the people He had earlier 

referred to as His servant as well as other issues he had with them. 
     Isaiah 40:1-44:23 marks a division in the book of Isaiah, a change in tone and content from what 
came before. Israel has been judged and scattered across the earth, Judah’s impending judgement is 
assumed, Babylon’s coming destruction prophesied. Comfort and restoration of the scattered people of 
Israel and Judah is promised. God speaks of Himself as creator, redeemer and Lord of all. The prophet 
ridicules and condems idols made by human hands. Isaiah 42 contains words that much later will be 
connected with Jesus. “Behold, My Servant, whom I uphold; My chosen one in whom My soul 
delights. I have put My spirit upon Him; He will bring forth justice to the nations...the coastlands will 
wait expectantly for His law...[he will be] a covenant to the people, as a light to the nations, to open 
blind eyes, to bring out prisoners from the dungeon, and those who dwell in darkness from the prison.” 
     Themes shared by all these prophets is the prediction of doom upon Israel and then Judah, followed 
by restoration of the survivors back to the land God promised Abraham and his descendants. Then, at 
some future, unknown time there will be the installation of a descendant of David in Jerusalem as a 
savior and righteous king who will reign over all the world. It will be a time when all the nations will 
“beat their weapons into plowshares.” Isaiah 2:4; Jeremiah 33:14-16; Joel 3:10 

Read and Discuss: More Pieces of the Puzzle
Jeremiah 23:1-8: Woe upon bad
shepherds, promise of the Righteous
Branch and a regathering
Jeremiah 23:9-40: Condemnation of
false prophets
Jeremiah 28: God’s response through
Jeremiah to the false prophet Hananiah
Jeremiah 31:27-40: God’s promise of a
New Covenant; He will never cast off
all the offspring of Israel!
Jeremiah 36: The LORD’s command that a written message be delivered 
during Jehoiakim’s reign. 
Hosea: The reigns of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah. The command 
to marry two “bad” wives. 

Micah: Prophesies during the reigns of Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah. Sins against justice. 
Zephaniah: The reign of Josiah. Coming judgment of Judah followed by restoration of a remnant. 



Studies from the Prophet Isaiah
Session  8, Isaiah  44:21-48, 2nd Chronicles 35:20-36; Ezra 1:64

     Isaiah prophesied during the reigns of four Judaian kings.
The last of the four was King Hezekiah who died around 687
BC at the age of 51 or 52. Not long before Hezekiah died
Isaiah prophesied that Babylon would become a world
power and would conquer Judah, destroy Jerusalem and
carry away many of Hezekiah’s descendents to Babylon as
captives. Hezekiah’s response was “The word of the LORD
is good. They will be peace and security in my time.” That
peace and security lasted till 597 BC when Babylon came
against Judah and removed the first Judaens to Babylon.
Other Judaens were exiled to Babylon in 587/586 BC.
Finally, faced with continual rebellion by the Judaen elite,
Jerusalem was sacked. All but the poorest of the poor and a
few administrators were removed to Babylon in 582/581. 

     Isaiah prophesied that Babylon would then be 
conquered by Persia and destroyed. He said God 
would call a Persian King by the name of Cyrus as 
His special agent to allow the exiles of Judah and 
Israel to return to Jerusalem to rebuild the city. This 
took place in 538 BC. This was in accordance with 
Isaiah’s prophecy. 
     Cyrus had a general policy of religious toleration 
and rebuilding of many other cities Babylon had 
destroyed. This practice of religious and cultural 
toleration helps explain the comparitive longevity of 

the Persian Empire. As for Cyrus himself, Herodotus wrote that Cyrus was killed in battle against a 
queen, the ruler of a people called the Massagetai. Yet despite his eventual defeat Cyrus was considered
by the ancients as the epitome of a great ruler, influencing
Alexander the Great and the Romans. 

* God’s reasons for why He permitted Israel and Judah to
be destroyed: Malachi 3:1-18, Zephaniah 3:1-4
* Attempted Religious Reform by King Josiah: 2nd Kings
22:1-25:30; 2nd Chronicles 35:20-36:22

* Final Days of Jerusalem: Jeremiah and Ezekiel
* Fall of Babylon: Book of Daniel
* Restoration of Jerusalem under Cyrus & 
Artaxerxes: Zephaniah 3:12-20, Ezra 1:1-64



Studies from the Prophet Isaiah
Session  9, Isaiah 49-53; Psalm 22; Job 19:23-27; Ezekiel 36:22-37:28

     Far from being an unexpected event, it was assumed
by the faithful of Jesus’ time that Messiah – the Savior –
would come to Israel as redeemer and king. They 
believed this because the prophets had long spoken of
His coming. The difficulty for the Jewish people of
Jesus’ time was they were focused upon some of the
puzzle pieces of prophecy but were blind to others. The
pieces were all there but even those disciples who spent
much time with Jesus were unable to assemble the
pieces into a complete picture. Ironically, in God’s
sovereign act of mercy, it was Jesus’ former enemy Saul who was called and appointed to assemble the 
pieces together into a more complete picture. The LORD turned Saul, now renamed Paul into a man 
who had previously hated Jesus into a man who explained Jesus to the world. 
     Jesus’ death on the cross remains difficult for many people to comprehend. For many Jews, the 
expectation remains that Messiah’s primary mission is to deliver them from foreign oppression and 
make them into an independent, secure and powerful nation. Muslims who honor the Koran’s assertion 
that Jesus is a prophet may honor Jesus but reject the crucifixion and believe as the Koran states, that 
when Jesus returns with the last Iman and Jesus will remove every cross from every church. 
     Related to the problem of how Jewish people view Jesus is how the Christian Church has viewed 
them. Many Christians and non-Christians have viewed Jews with ambivalence bordering on contempt.
Some Christian theologians have taught that the Church replaced Israel as the people of God; that 
Christians inherited all the promises God made to Israel. Also, Europeans inherited a historical 
animosity of Israel and Jews from Roman times: Jewish rebels in concert with other peoples nearly 
brought the empire to its knees in the first and second centuries. Later, as Rome embraced Christianity, 
Jews became known as “Christ killers” and were often persecuted under that slogan. 
     Not until the late 18th to early 20th century did Jewish “emacipation” gradually come about: the 
United States (1790), Great Britain (1858), Germany (1871) and Russia (1917). Cruely, Jewish 
emancipation was merely a prelude to the Holocaust. Adolf Hitler and the Nazi party played the dragon
of Revelation 12, taking bitter vengeance upon the woman who gave birth to the male child who is to 
rule all the nations with a rod of iron.  

Read and Discuss these Prophetical Passages

Isaiah 49:1-13: “I will make you a light of the nations...”
Isaiah 52:13-15: “Behold, My servant...He will be high and lifted
up...He will sprinkle many nations...”
Isaiah 53: “Our griefs He bore, our sorrows He carried...he was 
pierced for our transgressions...” 
Psalm 22 & Mathew 27:46: “My God, my God, why have you 
forsaken me...evildoers surrounded me; they pierced my hands 
and feet. I can count my bones...they divide my garments...” 
Job 19:23-17: “I know my Redeemer lives...He will take His 
stand on the earth...I shall see God...”

Exekiel 36:22-37:28: Israel and Judah restored as one people with one king. The dwelling place of God
will be with them, the nations will know He is the Lord who sanctifies Israel.



Studies from the Prophet Isaiah
Session  10, Isaiah 59:16-66; Luke 4:14-32

Isaiah 60 through 66 makes reference to much of the content of the preveious 59 chapters as well as some other 
important themes we see througout the Bible:

1. Sin and rebellion against the LORD led to loss of blessings He intended
for His creation. 
2. The LORD called out individuals to help redeem humanity and creation
from the curse of sin. 
3. The LORD’s covenant with Abraham and His descendants promised
blessings for obedience and chastisements for disobedience. 
4. Abraham’s grandson Jacob had taken his family to Egypt during the
time his son Joseph held high office. Viewed as foreigners, they were
eventually made to serve Egypt as slaves.
5. The LORD called Moses to lead the people out of Egypt and provide them with a national and religious 

identity. A covenant was made between them and the LORD in which 
they promised to abide by God’s laws and God promised to protect them 
as His special people. The covenant had conditions: they would serve Him
as a faithful light to the nations in exchange for His blessings and 
protection. Lack of faith and failure to obey His laws would trigger the 
negative conditions: loss of blessings, chastisement and exile to the 
nations. 
6. The LORD proclaimed a day of judgement upon all nations who 
rejected His laws and His rule. Judgment would start with His own 
people, fall upon nearby nations and extend throughout the world. 
7. The LORD promised a savior, a righteouse King, the Messiah who 
would bring healing and peace to the nations. Through the shedding of 
His own blood the Righteous One would justify many. 
8. The covenant people would at some future time(s) be gathered from the
nations and restored to their homeland, ultimately under the righteous 

King. Nations would flow into Jerusalam, bringing with them their tribute.

The LORD Promises A Coming New Age
*Isaiah 59:16-60:3, 9--12, 14, 18-22: The LORD interceeds with His own arm, calls the nations to His light, 
restores Jerusalam and punishes those who refuse His call.
*Isaiah 61:1-6: The Spirit of the Lord annonted him to proclaim good news to the afflicted, the favorable year of 

the LORD and the day of the vengence of our God.
* Luke 4:14-32. Jesus preached from 61:1-2a in the Nazareth 
Synagogue, saying “This day in your hearing this scripture is fulfilled.” 
Notice where he stopped, what he did NOT read? What was the initial 
reaction of the people to his message? What did Jesus say that 
infuriated them so much they tried to kill him by throwing him over a 
cliff?  
*Isaiah 62:1-2, 10-12; 65:17-25: Promise of restoration of Zion 
(Jerusalem) and the obedient remnants of Zion (Israel & Judah) as a 
protected, holy and forgiven
people.
*Isaiah 66:15-23: The time of

judgment is coming. The LORD will establish a sign, send a message to
all nations that will cause Him to be glorified. The nations and individuals
that refuse to obey and bow before the LORD will be destroyed.    


